Psalm 8 — October 30, 2016

Psalms — How Majestic Is Your Name

Psalm 8 ESV
To the choirmaster: according to The Gittith. A Psalm of David.

[1] O LORD, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens.
[2]  Out of the mouth of babies and infants,
you have established strength because of your foes,
to still the enemy and the avenger.

[3] When | look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
[4] what is man that you are mindful of him,
and the son of man that you care for him?

[5] Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings
and crowned him with glory and honor.

[6] You have given him dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under his feet,

[7] all sheep and oxen,
and also the beasts of the field,

[8] the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.

[8] O LORD, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Intro
Purpose of the Psalm — Excite our affections and incite us to worship
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Dictionary

better than other people; patronizing attitude or behavior — hﬁohb e tonde
e voluntary descent from one's rank or dignity in relations with an inferior
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Condescension: whiettn i Psalnnt swer-n

WCF — “The distance between God and the creature is so great, that although

reasonable creatures do owe obedience unto Him as their Creator, yet they could

never have any fruition of Him as their blessedness and reward, but by some

voluntary condescension on God's part, which he has been pleased to express by

way of covenant.” vdinsban 4 Bt Hee U o afoncty 4;:56&.,.‘1
bfuﬁ?;dw hnaws toat udeas he wma‘gﬂd-..

Oliphant - “First, what does it mean for God to condescend to be with his

creation? Certainly the notion of "condescend" or "coming down" is a metaphor

God does not literally move from a higher location to a lower one, given that God

is always and everywhere present. The metaphor, however, is intuitive enough

that most would see immediately what we generally mean when we affirm that

God has condescended. We mean that God freely determined to take on

attributes, characteristics, and properties that he did not have, and would not

have, without creation.”

e the attitude or behavior of people who believe they are more intelligent or .
iy

Calvin - "For who is so devoid of intellect as not to understand that God, in so
speaking, lisps with us as nurses are wont to do with little children? Such modes
of expression, therefore, do not so much express what kind of a being God is, as
accommodate the knowledge of him to our feebleness. In doing so, he must, of
course, stoop far below his proper height."

Oliphant — “What does God's “divine stoop” look like? It looks like the Lord God
walking in the garden in the cool of the day (Gen. 3:8); it looks like the angel of
the Lord (who is the Lord himself calling to Abraham (Genesis 22), or to Moses
(Exodus 3), or to Israel (Judges 2). Because of his voluntary condescension, the
Lord protects and delivers his people (e.g., Ps. 34:7), and he fights for them (e.g.,
Isa. 37:36). All of this "relationality" on the part of Yahweh, the "I AM," can
happen only because he willingly decided to condescend to our level, to the level
of the created.
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LORD/Lord — Covenant God and Sovereign Master

Your/you/LORD/Lord vs | — 18 to 1

e Only psalm addressed solely to God
e When the people of God get a perspective of God it elicits the praise of God
e Apprehension of God’s condescension produces appreciation!

Main Idea: God’s majesty—His dignity, His nobility, His grandeur, His magnificence,
His power—is made compellingly perceptible in his condescension—His stooping
accommodation to humanity—and in seeing this we should worship him!

See the Condescension of the Majestic LORD in His Power through Weak Ones, His
Care of Weak Ones, His Plan for Weak Ones + {, + i g wo Yo u{'f o

alfe Tawid !

His Power through Weak Ones

v. 1b-2
You have set your glory above the heavens.
Out of the mouth of babies and infants,
you have established strength because of your foes,
to still the enemy and the avenger.

Praiseworthy condescension is seen in contrast: glory that is above the heavens

vs. babies and infants . .
M’OMM%WW“&MW% A*Emf,mmsf'baﬂcuaé%
Calvin:

The praiseworthy majesty of God “in order to make itself known to mankind, does

not wait till men arrive at the age of maturity, but even from the very dawn of

infancy shines forth so brightly as is sufficient to confute all the ungodly, who,

through their profane contempt of God, would wish to extinguish his very name.

... He says that babes and sucklings are advocates sufficiently powerful to

vindicate ¥§@.... God. ... David, therefore, has the best reason for declaring, that

although the tongues of all, who have arrived at the age of manhood, should

become silent, the speechless mouth of infants is sufficiently able to celebrate the

praise of God.”
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See the greatness of God in an infant, understand the stooping of God in
communicating this through a baby, and praise Him!

His Care of Weak Ones

v.3-4
When | look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
what is man that you are mindful of him,
and the son of man that you care for him?

e Big Sky country - full moon, many stars

e Finger work not full body work

e Our own insignificance is evident wiwn e wm&,% cosmes
e Yet God is mindful of man and cares for the son of man

Dale Ralph Davis:
e On a clear night David could likely see 2,000-3,000 stars.
e What if he'd had a good pair of binoculars? Up to 1o0,000.
e What if David knew that if the Milky Way galaxy were the size of the entire
continent of North America, our solar system would fit in a coffee cup
e What if he knew that the coffee-cup contained Milky Way is one of perhaps
loo billion such galaxies in the universe?

%Maivtbﬁb e “He probably would have been even more staggered than he was but he
had enough to stagger him, to be impressed with the massive vastness of

. NBCM* his world over against his apparent insignificance.”
"& .

I'}Zﬁ Gag W5 “Only the condescension of God can hold together astronomical vastness

. @4 and individual concern.”
tvoied iv« * o There is a healthiness to understanding our own insignificance in light of
creation because it is balanced with the knowledge that God is mindful of
us and cares for us!
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See the majesty and splendour of God in His condescension as He single-handedly
created the cosmos yet is intimately concerned and careful with each one of you.

blow{evmtg&pdamﬂou eovallutenston, i
His Plan for Weak Ones

v. 5-8

Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings
and crowned him with glory and honor.

You have given him dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under his feet,

all sheep and oxen,
and also the beasts of the field,

the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.

God created humanity for this purpose:
Genesis 1:26-28 ESV
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over
the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on
the earth.”
So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.
And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and muiltiply and
fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over
the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” . )%:
=2 (e wie maoll b hava dowdiaioie = cordescugion = évo‘/“/‘”“"(‘-f
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Mankind has failed because of sin: b/ —
Genesis 3:17-19 ESV
And to Adam he said,
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife
and have eaten of the tree
of which | commanded you,
‘You shall not eat of it,’
cursed is the ground because of you;
in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
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and you shall eat the plants of the field.
By the sweat of your face

you shall eat bread,
till you return to the ground,

for out of it you were taken;

for you are dust, ,ﬁ.
and to dust you shall return - WU ‘Féb Wlﬁ—
Christ fulfilled the plan God had for men: o v e L/
Hebrews 2:5-9 ESV —b prosguchs

00
For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we 25,0

are speaking. It has been testified somewhere,

“What is man, that you are mindful of him,
or the son of man, that you care for him?

You made him for a little while lower than the angels;
you have crowned him with glory and honor,
putting everything in subjection under his feet.”

Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his
control. At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. But we see
him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned
with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of
God he might taste death for everyone. A e
= i it a5y 0uco Rl frcoa. b b comion 1 s dominm il 2,
This points to the most glorious condescension of God, and the reason why we
should continually praise God recognizing his majesty:
Philippians 2:5-11 ESV
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who,
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the
likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God
has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the Iory of
God the Father. T yoor Nowe e Fewilid w U/W’l‘ t(”r"‘j yow 0"‘” "‘W B
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